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In response to the Office Action mailed March 10, 2003, Applicants elect the following 
species requested by the Office: inflammatory or autoimmune condition^atherosclerosis (claims 
4 and 5) and vascular smooth muscle cells (claim 39). The Office has indicated that claims 4-5 
and 39 are generic. Applicants respectfuUy^bmit that claim 3 also is generic to the elected 
species. Applicants now request favorable consideration of the above-identified patent 
appUcation. 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed March 27, 2002, Applicants elect the claims of 
Group II (clainjfs 3-5),^rawn to a method of diagnosing a disease state. 
In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 1, 2, 10-21, 28, 32, 34-36 and 38, amend claim 3 as indicated below and 
add new claim 39. 



3. (Amended) A method for diagnosing a disease state in a patient in which human 12- 
lipoxygenase, distinct from that found in human platelets and distinct from human 15- 
lipoxygenase, or 12-HETE is an etiological agent which comprises: 

(i) obtaining a physiological specimen from said patient; and 

(ii) determining whether said etiological agent or antibodies to said etiological agent are 
present in said specimen. 



